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PROFESSOR OF RECORD:   Gaylynn A. Parker, Ph. D.
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APPOINTMENTS:  
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NUMBER OF COURSE HOURS:  3

NATURE OF COURSE:  Required

NATURE OF STUDENTS: graduate

FORMAT OF COURSE:
Primarily independent student work on a topic mutually


                                    agreed upon by student and instructor.
COURSE DESCRIPTION/OVERVIEW:  


The field problem in educational administration is designed to be a culmination product for the specialist’s degree.  For this problem, the student will investigate a project dealing with a specific problem in school administration.  The study will be in an area that is of special interest to the student and will be helpful to others.

CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: A project dealing with a specific problem in school administration.  An on-the-job training program with the work being done under the supervision of a graduate professor.  This registration must be approved by the department chair upon the recommendation of the student’s major professor.
COURSE GENERALLY SCHEDULED/OFFERED:  Every semester

Relationship of this course to the curriculum/program sequence:  Core course.  This is a specialist/doctoral building and district level leadership course.
REQUIRED TEXT:  None

OPTIONAL/SUPPLEMENTARY REFERENCES:

American Association of School Administrators (AASA)

Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD)

National School Boards Association (NSBA)

National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP)

National Middle School Association (NMSA)

National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP)

Phi Delta Kappa (PDK)

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK ADDRESSED IN COURSE:  The overarching theme of the College of Education and Psychology and NCATE Unit conceptual framework is “Freeing the Power of the Individual.”  The Unit’s conceptual framework is by design aligned with the university’s  mission. The conceptual framework is consistent with the university’s historical roots as a normal college and with the university’s future. The University, since our founding in 1910, has been committed to outstanding preparation of teachers, counselors, administrators, and other school personnel. In accordance with this history and the present vision of the University, the mission of the Unit is seven-fold: a) preparing Mississippi teachers; b) promoting cutting-edge research; c) creating a healthier region; d) leading in economic development; e) taking Mississippi to the world; f) enhancing the cultural environment; and g) educating the whole student (University Mission).  Within these mission statements, the Unit has embedded the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to enable its members to prepare effective educational leaders to serve a variety of roles in the P-12 setting. With this in mind, the outcomes in the areas of knowledge, skills, dispositions, and diversity goals all educational leaders graduating from The University of Southern Mississippi are to possess include the following. Within these outcomes lie the expected target competencies for all professional education students, encompassing the vision and mission of the Unit.
Power of Knowledge to Inform

Power to Inspire

Power to Transform Lives
Empower Community of Learners

COURSE OBJECTIVE(S):

	Objective #
	The Student Will
	ELCC Standard

	1
	Develop rationale for selected study
	6.1

	2
	Review relevant literature on student chosen/instructor approved topic
	6.1

	3
	Investigate practices of schools exhibiting exemplary practice in chosen field of study
	6.1

	4
	Prepare a scholarly written paper following APA guidelines utilizing information
	6.2

	 
	attained through study and investigation
	 

	5
	Include recommendations for resolution of problem selected
	6.3


COURSE GOALS:
Upon completion of this course, students shall be able to:

1. Determine a topic of study and investigate the topic via a literature review

2. Utilize the world wide web to find schools with similar needs/solutions to the identified problem and investigate solutions

3. Develop and write a scholarly paper that is publishable on a selected problem

4. Make an informed recommendations on a selected problem based on adequate research

5. Begin the process of data-driven decision making

TEACHING TECHNIQUES/METHODS USED IN COURSE:  Guided teaching and one-on-one instruction 

Technology Competencies: Students are expected to demonstrate mastery and appropriate application of related technology competencies as determined by the Department of Educational Leadership and Research.  Those competencies include word processing, PowerPoint, online research and email.
COURSE ACTIVITIES:

1. Student will receive syllabus for course via email during the first week of regularly scheduled classes.

2. By second week of term, student will turn in a ranked list of five problems in educational administration that the student would like to investigate.

3. Student will set appointment with instructor third week of class to discuss topic.

4. Student will develop a rationale for chosen topic and a plan of action by fourth week of term and submit to instructor.

5. Student will conduct a review of relevant literature 

6. Student will investigate via the world wide web a minimum of three schools currently/recently involved in the student’s topic of interest

7. By the twelfth meeting of the semester, the student will turn in a scholarly paper written in APA format with overview of problem, review of literature, examples of current practice and recommendations for resolution of the problem. 
8. Student and instructor will then collaborate to find publication venue for student’s work.

9. Instructor will revise/edit student manuscript based on criteria needs of publication selected..

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS/PRODUCTS/PRODUCT DETAIL:

	Objective #
	The Student Will
	Product

	1
	Develop rationale for selected study
	Topic Selection

	1
	Review relevant literature on student chosen/instructor approved topic
	Rationale Paper

	2-5
	Review relevant literature on student chosen/instructor approved topic 
Investigate practices of schools exhibiting exemplary practice in chosen field of study
Prepare a scholarly written paper following APA guidelines utilizing information
attained through study and investigation
Include recommendations for resolution of problem selected

	Final APA Paper


PRODUCT DETAIL
	Objective #
	Product Detail

	1
	Topic Selection - Students will investigate a number of relevant problems 
in their school, district or in education in general.  The student will then be 
required to submit a formal listing (in rank order) of each problem the student might
like to formally investigate.  The rank ordering should include the name of the 
topic and a brief description of the problem to be investigated with the rationale for the 
student's choice.   

	1
	Rationale Paper - Student and instructor will set an appointment to discuss the students 
problem topic and rationale for selection of topics.  Student and instructor will determine 
a mutually agreed upon topic for further investigation. 

	2,3,4,5
	APA Paper - the student will turn in a scholarly paper written in APA format with overview 
of problem, review of literature, examples of current best practice and recommendations for 
resolution of the problem. 


Grading Scale/criteria/points for assessments:  
The University of Southern Mississippi’s Professional Education unit is a community of learners who value the power of knowledge to inspire and transform lives.  To facilitate this goal, the following requirements are expected of all students:

(1) Assignments.  Unless extenuating circumstances as determined by the instructor dictate otherwise, late assignments are not acceptable and zero points will be awarded for each assignment which is not submitted on time...
(2) Participation.  Since class discussion is an integral part of the learning process, student participation in discussion is essential.  

(3) Preparedness.  Students are expected to be prepared for each class session by completing any outside readings or other assignments that may be required.  In class, students are expected to take an active part in all class discussions and activities.

(4) Use of Technology.  Students are required to demonstrate the use of a technological application in this course.  Examples of such applications may in include, but are not limited to: Excel, Microsoft Word, Power Point, Search Engines, and Microsoft Publisher.
Topic Selection Paper – 15 points
Rationale Paper – 35 points

Final Paper -150 points

Grading Scale.  
94-100% - A

90-93%   - A- 
87-89%   - B+
84-86       -B

80-83       -B-

70-79       -C

Below 70 –F

Attendance/Make-up Policy:


Attendance.  There are no attendance requirements for this class other than an initial meeting with the instructor in the third week to determine the student topic and a final meeting between student and instructor in the last two weeks of the semester for return of paper to student for final submission of manuscript.  If either of these two meetings is not made, the student will receive an ‘F’ for the course.


Make-Up Policy.  If for some reason the student is not able to make the set appointment with the instructor, the student should notify the instructor (whenever possible) at least 24 hours in advance.  The student should then reschedule the appointment.

Bibliography/additional readings/reading lists:  Students are expected to ground their study in a theoretical framework.  However, beyond that grounding, unless a substantial piece of work will be cited, students’ references should typically be very current (within a 10-year timeframe).

Website Resources:  

McGraw-Hill www.mhhe.com/odden3e
National Center for Educational Statistics nces.ed.gov

DISABILITY STATEMENT:  Students with disabilities requiring assistance, and who qualify under Section 504 and/or the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), should contact the Coordinator for the Office of Disability Accommodations for information on appropriate policies and procedures.
PLAGIARISM/CHEATING STATEMENT:  Students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty as outlined in the USM student Handbook.  Any information that is copied from another source must be noted as such in student materials.  Page number or Internet reference must appear in the text and full bibliographic references must appear in the reference section of the paper/assignment.  Sources must be in quotes, and include author(s), year of publication or other reference notes as required by the college department format (e.g. APA, Chicago).  Other forms of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to buying papers, copying paragraphs/pages of text/whole papers off the Internet, copying another student’s answers, etc.  Academic dishonesty will result in a grade of a “0” on the assignment and/or in the course and/or the student may be reported to the Vice President for Academic Affairs for further action. 
DESPRIPTION OF PRODUCTS
Topic Selection Paper

The Topic Selection Paper is worth 15 points of the final grade percentage.  This paper is due by the last day of the second week of the term.  This paper should be submitted electronically to the instructor.  After submission, the student should contact the department secretary for an appointment with the instructor during the third week of the term to identify the problem for study.
Rationale Paper
The Rationale Paper is worth 35 points of the final grade percentage.  This 2-5 page paper is due the last day of the fourth week of the term.  This paper should be submitted electronically to the instructor.  If the student has not heard from the instructor by the end of the fifth week, the student may assume that it is acceptable to proceed based on the facts present to the instructor in the rationale paper.

The Final Paper

The Final Paper is worth 150 points of the final grade percentage.  This 20-25 page paper is due by the last day of the twelfth week of the long semester. The student should submit the final paper to the instructor electronically.  The student should then set an appointment with the instructor via the department secretary for the 14th week of the semester.    

	Topic Selection Paper

	Scoring Rubric

	Possible Points - 15

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student Name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Date
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Score
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scoring/Comments
	Presentation
	Totality
	 
	 
	 
	By D'line

	Excellent 5
	Type-written
	Five problems fully developed
	 
	2nd week

	 
	No errors
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Good 4
	Type-written
	Five problems - some development
	2nd week

	 
	1-2 errors
	 
	
	
	
	weekend

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	Average 3
	Type-written
	Less than five problems; but fully developed
	3rd week

	 
	Minor errors
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Poor 0-2
	Hand-written
	Less than five problems
	 
	later

	 
	Major errors
	Lack of development of ideas
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Rationale Paper

	Scoring Rubric

	Possible Points - 35

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student Name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Date
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Score
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scoring/Comments
	Presentation
	Totality
	 
	 
	 
	

	Excellent  
	Type-written              10 pts
	Problem fully developed            25 pts
	 
	

	 
	No errors
	Research plan fully developed (timelines)
	

	 
	2-5 pages
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Good 
	Type-written                8 pts
	Problem somewhat developed    20 pts
	
	

	 
	1-2 errors
	General timeline developed
	
	

	 
	more than five pages
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Average 
	Type-written               6 pts                       
	Less than five problems; but fully developed                                    15 pts
	

	 
	Minor errors
	Indication of timelines needed to complete
	

	 
	less than 2 pages
	project
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Poor  
	Hand-written               5 pts
	Less than five problems              10 pts
	 
	

	 
	Major errors
	Lack of development of ideas
	
	

	 
	 
	No timeline established
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	


	Final Paper

	Scoring Rubric

	Possible Points - 150

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Student Name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	D   Date
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	     Total Score
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scoring/Comments
	Presentation
	Literature Review
	Comparable Schools or School Districts
	Recommendations

	Excellent
	Type-written      25
	Comprehensive             75
	Identifies 3 or more schools or school districts addressing 25
	Identifies several viable solutions to the 25

	 
	No errors
	Grounded in theory
	issue
	problem
	
	 

	 
	20-25 pages
	Minimum 20 references
	Discussion of comparable schools 
	Sets a plan of action for implementation

	 
	Bibliography
	Sources current
	problem/solutions
	in school/district including dialogue with

	 
	APA correctness
	 
	 
	key administrators
	 
	 

	Good
	Type-written   20-24
	Less than comprehensive 50-74
	Identifies at least 2 schools or school districts addressing issue    20
	Identifies one viable solution to the problem

	 
	Less than 5 errors
	No theoretical framework  
	Discussion of comparable schools 
	Sets a plan of action for implementation

	 
	18-20 pages
	15-19 references               
	problem or solution
	in school/district including dialogue with

	 
	Bibliography
	Older citations                  
	 
	key administrators
	
	20

	 
	APA correctness
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Average
	Type-written   15-19
	Not comprehensive          30-49
	Identifies one school or school district addressing issue   10
	Sets a plan of action for  discussion of

	 
	5-10 errors
	No theoretical framework
	 
	findings with key administrators in school

	 
	15-18 pages
	10-14 citations
	 
	or school district
	
	 

	 
	Bibliography
	Older citations
	 
	 
	
	15

	 
	APA correctness
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Poor
	Type-written     5-14
	Some sources           below 30
	Does not identify any schools or school districts with similar
	Does not make recommendations or

	 
	More than 10 errors
	Less than 10
	issues                                                 0
	initiate dialogue with school or school district  officials
	 

	 
	Less than 15 pages
	 
	 
	about the problem
	
	 

	 
	No bibliography
	 
	 
	 
	
	0

	 
	Non-APA format
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


