Mark M. Miller, M.I.M., Ph.D.
Professor of Economic Development & Geography
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Education                                                                  


Ph.D. in Geography and Regional Development (1988) 


University of Arizona; Tucson, Arizona 


Concentrations in Regional Development and Latin American Geography


Minor in Planning


Dissertation:  Managing the Maelstrom: Decentralization Planning for the Mexico City 



Metropolis


Funded: Tinker Foundation Field Research Grant for dissertation research


Master's in International Management (1982)


American Graduate School of International Management (The Thunderbird School); 



Glendale, Arizona


Coursework included Economics, Finance, Management, Accounting, Agribusiness


Participated in study and research program in Guadalajara, Mexico, summer 1982 term


B.S. in Crops Agronomy (1978)


University of Maryland; College Park, Maryland


Concentrations in Soil Science and Chemistry


National Merit Scholar, with I.B.M. Watson Scholarship

Experience                                                              


University of Southern Mississippi (1988-present)


Professor, joint appointment: Department of Economic and Workforce Development,




Department of Geography and Geology, (1998-present) 


Dean, College of International & Continuing Education (Jul 2002-Jun 2003; position




Terminated due to complete university academic restructuring)


Associate Dean, College of International & Continuing Education (Jan 94-Jul 2002)


Assistant, Associate, and Full Professor, Department of Geography and Area Development




(1988-1998)


Founding Director, International Development Ph.D. Program (1998-2002)


Director, USM Caribbean and Cuban Studies Program (1992-2002)



Founding Director of study and research programs in Cuba (1993-2003)


Director of programs for national, state, and local public officials; businesspeople; and





other professionals in Cuba and Belize


Coordinator, visiting speakers: Chief of the Cuban Interests Section, Washington, DC,





Fernando Remírez, and First Secretary Sergio Martínez (1999)



Coordinator, visiting scholar: Dean Alejandro Durán, University of Havana College of 



Economics and Business Administration (1994)



Director of study and research program in Belize (1993)


Courses taught:



Undergraduate level



World political geography




World regional geography: regular and honors




Economic development and the Black Community




Geography of Middle America 



Introduction to geography 



Geography of the Caribbean, in Jamaica (undergraduate and graduate) 




International Development, in Jamaica (undergraduate and graduate) 




Environment and Development, in Jamaica (undergraduate and graduate) 




Geography and Economic Development, in Cuba (undergraduate and graduate)




Geography and Economic Development, in Belize (graduate)


Masters level: Economic Development M.S. program




Tourism and service industry development




Research methodology 



Finance



Doctoral level: International Development Ph.D. program




Theory & Practice




Research Methods




Grantsmanship 

Department, College, and University service (selected)


Chair, College Advisory Council, College of Science & Technology (2004-2008)



University Advisory Committee (2005-2008), Chair (2007-2008)



University Faculty Senate (1998-2004)



Provost Search Committee (1998)



Graduate School Dean Search Committee (1997)



Co-Director, USM Center for Community and Economic Development (1991-94),





funded in part by the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development 



Administration



Instructor, USM Gulf Coast Campus

University of Arizona (1984-88) 


Instructor


  
Introduction to Regional Planning



Principles and Practices of Regional Development 


Research assistant



Delphi economic development study of Cochise County, Arizona 



Delphi study of Tucson's future



Yuma, Arizona county plan



Site proposal for Superconducting Supercollider particle accelerator ring


Catholic Relief Services:  Guatemala, Central America (1983-84)


Program Assistant and Acting Director (1984), for Guatemala


Managed office operations and staff of nine


Developed, evaluated, and supervised projects including emergency relief for war and natural




disaster victims, small business and farming co-op development, housing, potable




water, road development   


Peace Corps:  Belize, Central America (1979-81)


Agricultural Extension Officer, in conjunction with national Ministry of Agriculture


Completed full two-year term


Trained in tropical agriculture in Costa Rica 

Publications


Editor


Editor: Applied Research in Economic Development (2005-date)


Editorial Team Leader (managing editor): Economic Development Review (1999-2001)




Wrote successful proposal to house the Review at U.S.M. (1998) and renew (2000)


2000. Issue editor: special issue of the Economic Development Review: International.  16(4).

1999. Issue editor: special issue of Economic Development Review: Incentives and Other

Locational Factors.  16(3).

1995. Guest editor: special issue of Economic Development Review: The Gaming Industry.

13(4).


Books 


With Tony L. Henthorne.  1997.  Investment in the New Cuban Tourism Industry: A Guide




to Entrepreneurial Opportunities. Westport, CT: Quorum.
Refereed Journals, National & International  

With Tony Henthorne and Babu George.  2008.  The competitiveness of the Cuban tourism




industry in the 21st century: a strategic evaluation.  Journal of Travel Research 46(3):




268-278

With Tony Henthorne.  2007.   In search of competitive advantage in Caribbean tourism




websites: revisiting the unique selling proposition.  Journal of Travel and Tourism




Marketing.

With Lay Gibson.  2005.  Cluster-based development in the tourism industry: putting




practice into theory.  Applied Research in Economic Development 2(2):47-64.

With Tony Henthorne.  2003.  Cuban tourism in the Caribbean context: a regional impact




assessment.  Journal of Travel Research.  42(1):84-93. 


With Tony Henthorne.  2001.  Building and Positioning Successful Study-Abroad Programs:




A 'Hands-On' Approach." The Journal of Teaching in International Business, Vol.


12, # 4: 49-62.


With Tim Hudson and Joseph Scarpaci.  1996.  Cuban Geography in Higher Education: 



Survival in the "Special Time."  Journal of Geography 95(2):59-65.  


With Ty Davenport.  1995.  Academics and Economic Developers: The Challenge of




Cross-Cultural Understanding.  Economic Development Review.  13(3):40-4.


Enhancing regional analysis with the Delphi method.  1993.  The Review of Regional



Studies 23(2):191-212.


Economic development research: bridging the gap.  1993.  Economic Development Review



11(4):48-52.


Export opportunities for economic development professionalism.  1992.  Economic 



Development Review 10 (1):3-5.


With Lay James Gibson and Gene Wright.  1991.  Location quotient: a basic tool for




regional economic development.  Economic Development Review 9(2):65-8.


With Lay James Gibson.  1990.  A Delphi model for planning "preemptive" regional




economic diversification.  Economic Development Review 8(2):24-41.

Proceedings

With Tony L. Henthorne and Nicholas Thompson.  2003.  Mississippi Gaming: A Public




Policy Case Study of Economic Benefits and Social Consequences.  Proceedings of




the Association for Health Care Research Conference.


With Tony L. Henthorne.  1996.  Positioning Study-Abroad Programs: The Case for 



Emerging Markets.  Proceedings of the American Marketing Association Summer 


Educators' Conference.

Other Publications


With Judson Edwards and in collaboration with USDA Rural Development.  2008 and




continuing.  The Rural Economic Disaster Recovery Resource Center: available




http://ocean.otr.usm.edu/~w301497/disasters/disasters_homepage.html and 






http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/


Editorial perspectives. Quarterly, 2006-date.  Applied Research in Economic Development.  


The regional E.D. video project. Forthcoming: 2008. Applied Research in Economic




Development. 5(2)

The Rural Economic Disaster Recovery Resource Center. Forthcoming: 2008. Applied




Research in Economic Development. 5(2)

Applied Research in Economic Development.  2006.  A case study of disaster




recovery and redevelopment: Moss Point, Mississippi, after Hurricane Katrina.

With Angie Evans.  2000.  Industrial clusters as economic development tools: an analysis of 




the Texas wine industry.  Economic Development Review 17(1): 48-56. 


With Armando Bolio and Rodolfo Martinez.  2000.  Professional Development Notes: The




First International Symposium on Forming Leaders for Economic Development in




the Third Millennium.  Economic Development Review 16(4):59-60.


Industrial incentives: the response from the profession.  1999.  Economic Development




Review 16(3):33-6.


"On Economic Development:" series in the Jackson, Mississippi Clarion-Ledger Sunday 



business section  





Approximately biweekly, June 1992-April 1995



Mississippi's largest newspaper and state newspaper of record, with Sunday circulation of





129,000



Several articles reprinted in other Mississippi and Southeastern newspapers


Status of geography: geography in Cuba, 1994.  Association of American Geographers 



Newsletter 29(7):18, 22.


Grazing with the enemy: Cuba's cattle industry.  1994.  The Stockman/Grass Farmer



51(11):1, 5.


With Tim Hudson.  1994.  It's surely time for Cuba and Mississippi to do business.  The 



(Jackson, Miss.) Clarion-Ledger 28March:7A..


The geography of human rights.  1993.  Association of American Geographers Human




Rights Specialty Group Discussion Paper Series. 


Contributor to Ronald J. Swager, editor.  1991.  Economic Development Tomorrow: A




Report from the Profession.  Chicago: American Economic Development Council.


With Lay James Gibson, Sally A. Rusden, and N. Gene Wright.  1989.  Preemptive




Economic Development: A Model Economic Diversification Planning Process for




an Area with a High Concentration of Military Employment.  In President's




Economic Adjustment Committee, Office of Economic Adjustment, Office of the




Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel) Diversifying




Defense Dependent Communities, Community Guidance Manual XI.




Washington, DC: the Pentagon. 


Articles in The Informer, newspaper serving southern Mississippi's minority community:   



Minority economic development in southern Mississippi: exploring the opportunities.  



August 1991.



Hard times in Hattiesburg?  April 1991.



Some basic principles of community economic development.  November 1990. 

Academic Award
1998 Region VII Association for Continuing Higher Education (ACHE) Distinguished



Credit Program Award; for the Cuba Studies Program, developed by Mark M. Miller

Professional Service (selected)

Invited panelist: Eleventh Annual Mississippi Economic Outlook Conference (2004)


Invited lecturer: Alabama-Mississippi Rural Tourism Conference (2004)

Economic Development Review Editorial Board (Spring 1992-2001)                        


Economic Development Institute (1993-2001)



Norman, Oklahoma; Indianapolis; San Diego campuses



Institute for economic development professionals, leading to national certification



Invited lectures: international economic development in the Americas

Funded Research and Service Activities (selected)                          


USDA Rural Development.  A handbook on economic disaster recovery for rural




communities.  2007-2008.  Approximately $75,000

USDA Rural Development.  Hurricane Katrina relief and recovery planning for Moss Point




and Wiggins, Mississippi.  2005-2006.  Approximately $150,000


USM Summer Research Grant, for a research project entitled “The ‘poverty’ of regional




economic development.”  2005


Aubrey K. Lucas Endowment for Faculty Excellence, for research work on Cuban tourism 


during 2001-02 academic year


Editorship of the Economic Development Review at USM, supported by the American




Economic Development Council.

USM Caribbean Studies Program: self-supporting from student fees, currently averaging




$130,000 annual gross, 20% net


USM Cuban Studies Program: self-supporting from participant fees, averaging approx.




$50,000 annual gross, 15% net


Aubrey K. Lucas Endowment for Faculty Excellence, for research work on Cuban tourism 


during fall 1996 sabbatical


Mississippi Resource Conservation and Development Areas (1991-95)



Principal investigator and grant writer for $60,000 contract, funded by the U.S. Soil





Conservation Service



Survey and strategic planning process for rural development in Mississippi's six RC&D 



areas, covering the entire state



Resulted in six regional conferences statewide, involving a wide range of local and state 



development, business, and political officials



Model program for RC&D areas across U.S.

Recent Research Presentations


Applied Geography 2005 Conference (Washington, DC).  The “Poverty” of Regional




Economic Development


ACCRA 2005 Conference (San Diego).  Invited lecture: Travel and Tourism Impact Analysis

With Garrett Harper.  Southeast Division of the Travel and Tourism Research Association




2005 Conference (Biloxi).  Industry Cluster Analysis: Application for the Tourism




Sector

Southeastern Division of the Association of American Geographers 2004 Conference




(Biloxi).  The Caribbean Tourism Industry: Scales of Spatial Clustering.    

Teaching, Innovative Courses and Programs


Developed new “executive” style courses for International Development Ph.D. Program,




utilizing a hybrid of intensive scheduling, on-line programming, and other media.


Developed new study-abroad courses and program curricula for Caribbean Studies Programs




in Jamaica, Cuba, and Belize--undergraduate and graduate


Developed new graduate courses in Economic Development Finance and Research Methods


Redeveloped Political Geography as a large-section, service-oriented course

Technical Proficiency


Fluent in Spanish, with excellent technical vocabulary

Personal


Born 4 Oct l957; Battle Creek, Michigan


Married, three children

Address                                                                   


Department of Economic  & Workforce Development




Southern Station Box 5022



University of Southern Mississippi



Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5051  USA



Phone: 601 266 6519



Fax: 601 266 6071



E-mail: m.m.miller@usm.edu
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