World Civilizations 1 Honors
HIS 101H Fall 2009 (Theme: Order)
Times TT 1:00 to 2:15
Location LAB 455
Kevin Dougherty

The University of Southern Mississippi

Phone: 601-266-4455 (better to email than leave a voice mail)
Email: kevin.dougherty@usm.edu
Website: http://ocean.otr.usm.edu/~w416373/
Office: Room 449 Liberal Arts Building (College of Arts and Letters)

OBJECTIVE: This course is designed to examine some of the most important events and trends in the first half of World History and will focus on the theme of order.  In the course textbook Jiu-Hwa Upshur writes that “If one were to seek a common denominator, perhaps the most pervasive underlying factor in the human experience was the striving for order” (52).  This course will view world civilizations through their efforts to meet this challenge.
TEXTS: Upshur, Terry, Holoka, Goff, and Cassar, World History, Compact Fourth Edition  and Envisioning World Civilizations, University of Southern Mississippi History Department
GRADING:

90 to 100
A

80 to 89
B

70 to 79
C

60 to 69
D

Below 60
F

Mid-term Exam (Sept 22)





200 points

Student Presentations (begin Sept3)




50 points

Map Quizzes (2 x 20 points) (Sept 29 and Nov 17)


40 points

In-class writing assignment (3 x 50 points)



150 points

(Sept 8, Oct 1, and Oct 27)

Writing Assignment First Paragraph
(Oct 6)



50 points

Writing Assignment (Nov 10)




300 points

Final Exam 







210 points
-- The mid-term exam will be a combination of Identify and State the Significance (ID & SIG) Terms and Short Essay.  

-- The map quizzes will require the student to identify the location of selected places and ID & SIGs on a blank world map.  

-- The in- class writing assignment will be an unannounced selection from the Envisioning World Civilizations book.

-- The “Student Presentation” grade will be from the student’s presentation of a topic listed in the syllabus on the prescribed day.  The presentation will be 7-10 minutes using powerpoint and will be graded per the rubric at the end of the syllabus.  

--Writing assignments are due as soon as class begins and will be considered late after that.  Except in a case of truly extraordinary circumstances in which a substantial amount of preparatory time was unavoidably lost due to reasons beyond the student’s control, papers will not be accepted late.  If the student cannot make it to class for an excused reason the period the paper is due, he will email it to the instructor’s account to ensure it arrives prior to the beginning of the class. It remains the student’s responsibility to ensure any work emailed to the instructor is actually received by the instructor.  You must turn in your graded first paragraph with your final paper.  The paper will be 700 to 1000 words-- typed, doublespaced, and stapled-- defending a thesis built around one of the following topics:

1.  In this essay you must read the selections in Envisioning World Civilizations on the Vikings (155), the Shi’a and Sunni (177), and the Black Death (265) and describe some of the causes of order breaking down and how people responded to it in these three instances.

2.  In this essay you must read the selections in Envisioning World Civilizations on Augustus (129), Cyrus (41), and Hammurabi (23) and describe the importance of maintaining order in a society and how these individuals proposed to do so.

Papers will be graded based on the rubric posted at the class website.  At least four sources are required, of which no more than two can be from the internet.  Students may use class sources if properly cited, but they will not count as one of the four required sources.  Use either APA or MLA format.  The USM Library has a style guide tutorial at http://www.lib.usm.edu/help/style_guides.html.  

The final exam will be comprehensive and will be a combination of ID & SIGs, short answer, and essay.

Students can earn up to 10 extra credit points per movie by attending a movie shown at the World Civ Film Series and writing a one page, typed, doublespaced paper answering the question “What was the movie’s message?”  Do not merely do a plot summary.  In the first sentence answer the question and then use examples from the plot to prove it.  No outside references such as movie reviews are authorized for use, even if documented. Papers are due the class period after the showing.  

SCHEDULE:
Introduction. 
Lsn 1 and 2 Aug 20 and 25 Intro and Characteristics of a Civilization

During this lesson we will go over the syllabus and the course requirements, identify the learning objectives, and outline the semester.  
Block 1: Centralized Societies 
Lsn 3 Aug 27 Egypt (Upshur, 24-31) Incas ( Upshur, 361-369) 

Lsn 4 Sept 1 Byzantium (Upshur, 262-270) 

Lsn 5 Sept 3 Roman Empire (Upshur, 168-185) 
Student Presentation 1: Cicero

Lsn 6 Sept 8 
Student Presentation 2: Theodosius
In Class Writing Exercise 1

Block 2: Alternatives to Centralized Societies

Lsn 7 Sept 10 Sub Sahara Africa (Upshur, 369-387) Persia (Upshur, 40-45) 

Lsn 8 Sept 15 Greece (Upshur, 32-35, 38-40, 106-111) 
Student Presentation 3: Periander

Lsn 9 Sept 17 Medieval Europe (Upshur, 235-262) 

Student Presentation 4: Charlemagne 
Lsn 10 Sept 22 Mid-term Exam 
Block 3: When Centralization is Lost and Breakdowns in Order

Lsn 11 Sept 24 Ancient (Shang and Zhou) China (Upshur, 73-91) 
and Resurgent (Tang and Song) China (Upshur, 309-328) 
Lsn 12 Sept 29 Greece and Alexander the Great (Upshur, 111-113 and 157-164)
Map Quiz #1 Byzantium, China, Constantinople, Euphrates River, Gao, Great Zimbabwe, Greece, Inca civilization, India, Israel, Kilwa, Kingdom of Mali, Mayan civilization, Mecca, Medina, Memphis, Mesopotamia, Nile River, Persepolis, Swahili Coast, Thebes, Tigris River, Tikal, Timbuktu, Trans-Sahara trade route, Yellow River
Lsn 13 Oct 1 Bubonic Plague, Hundred Years War, and Renaissance (Upshur, 463-474) 

In Class Writing Exercise 2

Lsn 14 Oct 6 Writing Workshop

Turn in typed introductory paragraph containing your thesis statement, three proofs, and concluding sentence.

Lsn 15 Oct 13 No class.  Come to my office to get your first paragraph back.
Block 4: Order Through Law and Beyond Law

Lsn 16 Oct 15 Mesopotamia (Upshur, 16-23) 
Student Presentation 5: Sumeria
Lsn 17 Oct 20 Judaism (Upshur, 101-106) 
Student Presentation 6: Maccabees
Lsn 18 Oct 22 Christianity (Upshur, 225-234, 252-255, 478-489) 

Student Presentation 7: Peter
Block 5: Order Through Community

Lsn 19 Oct 27 Islam  (Upshur, 270-279, 396-405)
In Class Writing Exercise 3

Lsn 20 Oct 29 Active Learning Activity: Trip to Moundville
Student Presentation 8: Introduction to Moundville Archaeological Park Student Student Presentation 9: Cahokia 

(powerpoint not required)
Block 6: Order Through Society

Lsn 21 Nov 3 India and Hinduism (Upshur, 56-73) 
Student Presentation 10: Moghul Empire
Block 7: Order Through Philosophy
Lsn 22 Nov 5 China (Upshur, 132-147) 
Student Presentation 11: Han Dynasty

Lsn 23 Nov 10 Greece (Upshur, 113-118, 165-167) 
Student Presentation 12: The Lyceum

Papers Due

Hand out final exam study guide.

Lsn 24 Nov 12 No Class 
Block 8: Order Through Trade
Lsn 25 Nov 17 Long-distance Trade and the Silk Roads Network (Upshur, 211-212) 

Map Quiz #2  Antioch , Athens, Caspian Sea, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Constantinople, India, Jerusalem, Macedonia, Mediterranean Sea, Mexico, Mongolia, Persia, Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Rome, Sparta, Taklamakan Desert, Tenochtitlan, Tyre, Spain
Student Presentation 13: Marco Polo

Lsn 26  Nov 19 European Exploration (Upshur, 489-505) 

Student Presentation 14: Henry the Navigator

Hand out final exam study guide.

Block 9: Order Through Conquest

Lsn 27 Nov 24 Mongols (Upshur, 414-422) 
and Aztecs (Upshur, 359-361) 
Final Exam.  The final exam will be comprehensive and will focus on the different ways of maintaining order presented throughout the course.  
Lsn 28 and 29 Dec 1 and 3 Final Exam Review

OFFICE HOURS: Except on rare occasions, I will be in my office on Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:00 to 12:00 for walk-ins and would be happy to meet with you by appointment at other times.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Refer to the Student Handbook and Undergraduate Bulletin for specific guidance on academic honesty and plagiarism. Suffice it to say that any representation of another’s work as your own or other form of cheating will not be tolerated and may result in getting an F for the work involved or in the course as well as other disciplinary action to include probation, suspension, and/or expulsion.  Papers will be documented using APA or MLA format.  Among other places, these formats may be obtained at the USM library’s website http://www.lib.usm.edu/.  Upon request, students will turn in a disc copy of the paper, and the instructor reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software on any product a student submits for a grade.  
ABSENCES:  It is the student’s responsibility to make necessary arrangements with the instructor surrounding absences.  Excused absences must be verified by a note from student services, the clinic, a doctor, a parent, the police, the Student Academic Enhancement Program, or some other authority.  It is the student’s responsibility to provide the note, coordinate with the instructor, and make up any missed work within five days of the absence.  If the student does not do this or if the absence is unexcused, the student will receive a 0 for the missed work.  
CLASSROOM CONDUCT:  The goal is to have an environment that facilitates learning, respects both students and the instructor, and fosters an atmosphere of civility and proper decorum.  Students who create disturbances by arriving late, talking, having cell phones ring, engaging in activities unrelated to the academic subject matter, interrupting, distracting other students, being rude, or any other conduct inappropriate for a learning environment will be told to leave the classroom and will receive an F for that day’s grade.

AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA): If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies.  


Address:

The University of Southern Mississippi

 


Office for Disability Accommodations


118 College Drive # 8586


Hattiesburg, MS    39406-0001


Voice Telephone:   (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232      Fax:  (601) 266-6035

Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu.

Student Presentation Grade Sheet (50 points total)

Content:


Accuracy/Completeness (20 points)

Presentation:


Quality and use of visual aids (10 points)

Oral communication skill (10 points)

Adheres to time limit (10 points)

