US Military History 1860 to the Present
HIS 351 Spring 2009
Times Tues 12:30-3:15
Location: AEC 202
Kevin Dougherty

The University of Southern Mississippi

Phone: 601-266-4455 (leave a voice mail at your own risk)
Email: kevin.dougherty@usm.edu
Website http://ocean.otr.usm.edu/~w416373/
Rm 449 Liberal Arts Building (College of Arts and Letters)

OBJECTIVE: HIS 351 US Military History 1860 to the Present focuses on the American military experience from the Civil War to the present.  It addresses the military as an American institution, as an instrument of national power, as a growing and evolving organization, and as an influence on American society.  This course will pursue these subjects from the viewpoints of military theory and US military doctrine, the Constitution, the National Security Strategy, and subjective and objective measures of social impact.  Military operations will be analyzed specifically using tools such as the principles of war, the facets of the operational art, the characteristics of the offense, the characteristics of the defense, and the tenets of military leadership.  Students will gain a working knowledge of these tools and then use them to analyze the leaders, battles, campaigns, and wars that define the American military experience.

The course includes five basic blocks that are organized chronologically.   These blocks are military theory and doctrine; the Civil War; The Interwar Period, World War I, and World War II; Early Cold War through Vietnam; and post-Vietnam.  

TEXTS: Robert Doughty, et al, American Military History and the Evolution of Western Warfare, Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath and Company, 1996 and assigned articles.
GRADING:

90 to 100
A

80 to 89
B

70 to 79
C

60 to 69
D

Below 60
F

Midterm Exam (Mar 3)



200 points

Unannounced Quizzes (5 at 10 points each)

50 points

Student Presentations (2 at 100 points each)

200 points

First paragraph (Feb 10)



50 points

Writing Assignment (Apr 7)



300 points

Final Exam (Apr 28)




200 points

The midterm exam will be a combination of Identify and State the Significance (ID & SIG) Terms and Short Answer.  The unannounced quizzes will focus on ID &SIGs.  The writing assignment will be a 1,800 to 2,200 word battle or campaign analysis of a battle or campaign approved by the instructor.  Sample topics include:

The Spanish-American War and DIME

Vietnam and the Clausewitzian Trinity

Eisenhower and Strategic Leadership

Vietnam and the Strategies of Exhaustion, Attrition, and Annihilation

Inchon and the Elements of Operational Design

Second Manassas and Maneuver

The Shenandoah Valley Campaign and Interior Lines and Maneuver

The Peninsula Campaign and the Shenandoah Valley Campaign and Synergy

Normandy and the Principles of War

The Italian Campaign and the Principles of War

Anzio and the Characteristics of the Offense

Gettysburg and the Characteristics of the Defense

Little Round Top and OAKOC

The Cold War and DIME
First paragraphs and final papers will be graded using the rubrics at the end of the syllabus.  History students at USM have an opportunity to get help writing history papers, studying for history exams, and/or doing historical research from the History Department sponsors a History Writing Lab (HWL).  The HWL is staffed by advanced graduate students who can assist at any stage of studying or writing history.  If you need some help or guidance, call or email to make an appointment or just stop by for a free, friendly consultation:
Location: Room 464, Liberal Arts Building (LAB)

Phone: 601-266-4086

Email: historywritinglab.usm@gmail.com. 

Web: http://www.usm.edu/~history/writinglab.php

The student presentations will be a 7 to 10 minute presentation on one of the topics listed under selected lessons.  The presentations will be done via powerpoint and will be graded on both content and effective communications per the grade sheet at the end of this syllabus.  
The final exam will be comprehensive and will be a combination of ID & SIGs, Short Answer, and Essay

SCHEDULE:
Introduction. 
Lsn 1 (Jan 13):  During this lesson we will go over the syllabus and the course requirements, identify the learning objectives, and outline the semester.  
Block 1

Military Theory and Doctrine. During this block we will gain an understanding of the analytical tools associated with military theory and doctrine that we will use throughout the remainder of the course.  We will also become familiar with the organization of the US military and its role in American society.
Lsn 2 (Jan 20): Military Theory and Doctrine/Organization of the US Military and its Role in American Society.  (“Clausewitz and his Works,” by Christopher Bassford http://www.clausewitz.com/CWZHOME/CWZSUMM/CWORKHOL.htm  and FM 3-0, pages 1-2 thru 1-3, 2-22 thru 2-7 and 4-11 thru 4-18, 7-2 thru 7-14, 8-2 thru 8-3, http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/service_pubs/fm3_0a.pdf, “Towards A Theory of Strategy: Art Lykke and the Army War College Strategy Model,” by H. Richard Yarger http://dde.carlisle.army.mil/authors/stratpap.htm JP 3-0, pages 3-10 thru 3-18, http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/new_pubs/jp3_0.pdf)  ID & SIG: Clausewitz, Corbett, Douhet, Jomini, Mahan, Mitchell, principles of war, Sun Tzu, DIME, facets of the operational art, levels of war, strategy, characteristics of the defense, characteristics of the offense, leadership dimensions, METT-TC, OAKOC, battalion, brigade, civilian control of the military, Constitution, corps, division, Joint Chiefs of Staff, posse comitatus, regiment, Secretary of Defense 
Bring two blue books for future use.
Block 2

The Civil War.  The Mexican War is often called a “dress rehearsal” for the Civil War, because so many junior officers who fought in Mexico went on to become the senior leaders of the Civil War.  Still the Mexican War was much more limited in scope and the Army much more amateurish than in the Civil War.  This block begins with a discussion of the Mexican War to show the changes the Civil War will bring.  In the Civil War the Army would become much more professional and warfare much more total.

Lsn 3 (Jan 27): Mexican War and Introduction to the Civil War (Doughty, 81-115)  ID & SIG  Anaconda Plan, border states, causes of the Civil War, Confederate strategy, Davis, Federal strategy, Fort Sumter, Lincoln, Lee, limited war, Minie Ball, Missouri Compromise, railroads, Scott, turning movement, West Point 
Peninsula Campaign through Antietam (Doughty, 129-150)  ID & SIG Antietam, conciliation, Emancipation Proclamation, “foot cavalry,” interior lines, Jackson, Johnston, Lee, McClellan, objective, Peninsula Campaign, Pope, Second Manassas, Seven Days, Seven Pines, Shenandoah Valley, Stuart, turning movement
Vicksburg  (Doughty, 154-155, 176-180) ID & SIG Bruinsburg, cave life, Champion’s Hill, decisive point, Grand Gulf, Grant, Grant’s failed attempts, joint operations, Pemberton, Porter, Raymond, Vicksburg
Lsn 4 (Feb 3): Chancellorsville  and Gettysburg  (Doughty, 162-168, 180-187)   ID & SIG  Cemetary Hill, Chancellorsville, Confederate reorganization, envelopment, Ewell, Gettysburg, Jackson, Lee, Little Round Top, Longstreet, OAKOC, Meade, Pickett’s Charge, Stuart
Grant’s Grand Strategy  (Doughty, 197-228 )  ID & SIG  Appomattox, Atlanta, Banks, Butler, Grant, Kennesaw Mountain, Meade, Petersburg, Sherman’s March to the Sea, Spotsylvania, total war, unity of effort, Wilderness

Student Presentations: Jefferson Davis as a wartime president, Abraham Lincoln as a wartime president, Blockade and blockade running, Ship Island in the Civil War
Lsn 5 (Feb 10) Writing Workshop.  Bring typed introductory paragraph.
Block 3
Interwar Period, World War I, and World War II.  During the 20th Century, warfare became much more lethal as the results of new technologies, institutions, and ideas.  During the years following the Civil War, the US military tackled diverse missions such as Reconstruction, Indian fighting, and antiguerilla operations, as well as making advances in its professional military education and supporting increasing US imperialism, but overall fell behind Europe in military capability.  World War I presented unexpected challenges to military leaders accustomed to 19th Century battles that now appeared almost quaint in comparison.  New methods of organizing, supplying, and fighting armies slowly developed, but at the costs of huge casualties.  The harsh Treaty of Versailles caused the Germans to turn their attention to doctrinal development and the result was an extremely mobile, combined arms form of warfare that would initially catch the Allies unaware.  World War II also showed the implications of the military-industrial complex and mobilized societies in the era of total war.  Finally, the introduction of the atomic bomb took warfare to a new level of lethality and inaugurated an arms race that would shape the Cold War.
Lsn 6 (Feb 17): The Interwar Military (Doughty 231-248)  ID & SIG imperialism, machine gun, Mahan, Panama Canal, Poncho Villa, professional military education, Reconstruction, Root, Sheridan, Spanish-American War
World War I (Doughty 259-266, 289-291, 314-319, 312-346, 354-369): ID & SIG AEF, Amiens, causes of WWI, convoys, Fourteen Points, isolationism, Pershing, Schlieffen Plan, Selective Service Act, tanks, Treaty of Versailles, unrestricted submarine warfare, York
Student Presentations: Camp Shelby in WWI, The Battle of Little Bighorn, Rough Riders, Leonard Wood 
Feb 24 Mardi Gras.  No Class.

Lsn 7 (Mar 3) Exam

Lsn 8 (Mar 10): Introduction to World War II (Doughty, 371-383, 390-399) ID & SIG arsenal of democracy, auftragstaktik, blitzkrieg, causes of WWII, Dunkirk, Guderian, Hitler, Marshall, Rommel, Roosevelt
World War II: North Africa and Italy  (Doughty, 490-498)  ID & SIG Anzio, Clark, Gustav Line, Kesserling, LSTs, Lucas, Montgomery, Operation Torch, Rome, Rommel, Salerno, Sicily, “soft underbelly”
Student Presentations: Franklin Roosevelt as a wartime president, Andrew Higgins and Higgins boats, Marshall, Kessler AFB in WWII
Mar 16-20 Spring Break

Lsn 9 (Mar 24): World War II: Normandy (Doughty, 514-540) ID & SIG airborne forces, amphibious forces, coalition warfare, Eisenhower, mass, objective, Rommel, Runstedt, surprise
World War II: Pacific and Beginnings of Cold War (Doughty, 435-450, 553-583, 595-596)  ID & SIG atomic bomb, Hiroshima, Holocaust, island-hopping, MacArthur, Midway, mutual assured destruction, Operation Cartwheel, Pearl Harbor, roles of women, total war, Truman, twin drives
Student Presentations: Bradley, Halsey, Arnold, Ingalls Shipyard in WWII 
Block 4
Early Cold War through Vietnam.  With the end of World War II, the US-Soviet wartime alliance collapsed and an era of bipolar competition between the two superpowers ensued.  This period is known as the Cold War.  The idea of the potentially catastrophic results of a superpower confrontation led to the US and the Soviets avoiding direct military contract.  Instead they often fought through surrogates.  The post-World War II American reliance on atomic weapons had a negative effect on its ability to wage limited wars, such as Korea and Vietnam.
Lsn 10 (Mar 31): Early Cold War, Korean War, Cuba (Doughty, 605-631)  ID & SIG Berlin Airlift, containment, facets of the operational art, Greek Civil War, “hollow army,” Inchon, integration of the armed forces, Kennan, limited war, MacArthur, Pusan Perimeter, Seoul, Task Force Smith, United Nations, Van Fleet, antiguerrilla tactics, Bay of Pigs, Chinese intervention, civilian control of the military, Cuban Missile Crisis, Operation Ratkiller, relief of MacArthur, Ridgway
Student Presentations: MacArthur in Korea, James Van Fleet, Lucius Clay
Lsn 11 (Apr 7):  Vietnam: Origins and Pacification (Doughty, 633-649)  ID & SIG CORDS, domino theory, guerrilla war, Ho Chi Minh, Ho Chi Minh Trail, Kennedy, Mao, pacification, Special Forces (Green Berets), strategic hamlet program, Viet Cong
Vietnam: The Big War and the Vietnam Syndrome (Doughty, 649-666)  ID & SIG  Abrams, Cambodia, Cronkite, Ia Drang, Johnson, Kent State, NVA, Operation Junction City, Operation Rolling Thunder, search and destroy, Tet Offensive, Vietnam Syndrome, Vietnamization, Westmoreland
Student Presentations: McNamara, Westmoreland, Abrams, “Boat People”
Writing Assignments due.
Block 5 

Post-Vietnam to Present
The difficult experience in Vietnam resulted in a period of declining US military capability and a reluctance for the US to militarily intervene in international affairs, but the end of the Cold War and the rise of the US as the world’s only superpower ushered in a new world order.  The end of bipolar competition resulted in an emphasis on multinational operations, and the elimination of the fear of a superpower confrontation brought about a new willingness to use military force.  However, the euphoria for this new world order soon waned in the aftermath of Somalia and the introduction of a new threat in the form of global terrorism.

Lsn 12 (Apr 14): Operation Desert Storm  (Doughty, 712-726)  ID & SIG air and deception shaping operations, air assault, AirLand Battle Doctrine, center of gravity, coalition, decisive point, “left hook”, objective, post-Cold War era, Republican Guards, Saddam, Schwarzkopf 

Support and Stability Operations and Changing Rules Governing the Use of Force
(Doughty, 697-711, 726-735)  Beirut, LA Riots, national interests, national security strategy of engagement and enlargement, peacekeeping, Somalia, support and stability operations, Weinberger Doctrine

Afghanistan, Iraq, Global War on Terror  ID & SIG  Afghanistan, al-Qaeda, Baghdad, Blount, conflict termination, differences between Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom, GWOT, insurgency, Operation Anaconda, preemption, Saddam, September 11 

Student Presentation: Schwarzkopf, Blount, Shinseki, Randy Shugart and Gary Gordon
Lsn 13 (Apr 21) Final Exam Review
Apr 28 Final Exam

Final Exam.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  
OFFICE HOURS: Because my office is in Hattiesburg, office hours for this course will be immediately before or after class by appointment only.
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Refer to the Student Handbook and Undergraduate Bulletin for specific guidance on academic honesty and plagiarism. Suffice it to say that any representation of another’s work as your own or other form of cheating will not be tolerated and may result in getting an F for the work involved or in the course as well as other disciplinary action to include probation, suspension, and/or expulsion.  Papers will be documented using Turabian or MLA style.  Among other places, the format for documentation may be obtained at the USM library’s website http://www.lib.usm.edu/.  Upon request, students will turn in a disc copy of the paper, and the instructor reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software on any product a student submits for a grade.  
CLASSROOM CONDUCT:  The goal is to have an environment that facilitates learning, respects both students and the instructor, and fosters an atmosphere of civility and proper decorum.  Students who create disturbances by arriving late, talking, having cell phones ring, engaging in activities unrelated to the academic subject matter, interrupting, distracting other students, being rude, or any other conduct inappropriate for a learning environment will be told to leave the classroom and will receive an F for that day’s grade.

ABSENCES:  It is the student’s responsibility to make necessary arrangements with the instructor surrounding absences.  Excused absences must be verified by a note from student services, the clinic, a doctor, a parent, the police, the Student Academic Enhancement Program, or some other authority.  It is the student’s responsibility to provide the note, coordinate with the instructor, and make up any missed work within five days of the absence.  If the student does not do this or if the absence is unexcused, the student will receive a 0 for the missed work.
AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA):  If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies.  


Address:

The University of Southern Mississippi

 


Office for Disability Accommodations


118 College Drive # 8586


Hattiesburg, MS    39406-0001


Voice Telephone:   (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232      Fax:  (601) 266-6035

Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu.

HIS 351
Student Presentation Grade Sheet
Student Name:

Topic:

Date:

Content:


Accuracy (20 points)


Completeness (10 points)


Expands on lesson (20 points)

Presentation


Quality and use of visual aids (20 points)

Oral communication skill (20 points)

Adheres to time limit (10 points)
First Paragraph Grade Sheet

(50 points)

Thesis 10 points
Proofs 25 points

Conclusion 5 points

Writing 10 points
HIS 351 Writing Assignment

Grading Rubric (300 points total)

Introduction

___/10pts.  Thesis: Articulation of clear, coherent, and forceful thesis statement. Thesis is first sentence.
___/10pts.  Proofs: Paragraph clearly states three proofs that best prove the thesis.  Selection of proofs reflects an understanding of the analytical tools used in the course.

___/5pts.  Conclusion:  Concluding sentence summarizes introductory paragraph.

Body
___/50pts.  Cause and Effect: Discussion of proofs demonstrates cause and effect.  

___/25pts.  Factually Correct: Paper is historically correct, includes necessary relevant facts, and does not become an editorial or opinion piece.
___/25pts.  Vocabulary and Development: Paper shows familiarity with the vocabulary associated with the subject. Uses ID & SIGs as appropriate.  Student demonstrates ability to put thoughts in his own words.  Sufficiently develops the subject.  Conforms to length requirement in syllabus.
Conclusion
___/25pts.  Conclusion: Concluding paragraph is a restatement of thesis/argument without sounding redundant or introducing new material beyond the scope of the paper.

Writing

___/25pts. Grammar: Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, verb tense, sentence structure, voice, etc conform to rules of standard English.

___/50pts.  Structure/Organization: Ideas flow logically from one another and all point back to the thesis statement.  Paper can be read in a single rapid reading.  Each paragraph has a topic sentence that reflects the main idea of the paragraph.  BLUF.

___/25pts.  Citations and Format: Proper formatting and use of citations IAW prescribed format.

___/50pts.  Sources: Reliable, college level, and expert sources.  No overreliance on a single source.  Not a simple regurgitation of material presented in class.  Reflective of significant outside research.   

