World Politics

PS 331 Summer 2008

Times M-F 2:20 to 4:10

Location LAB Rm 103

Kevin Dougherty

The University of Southern Mississippi

Phone: 601-266-4455 (do not leave a voice mail)

Email: kevin.dougherty@usm.edu

Website: http://ocean.otr.usm.edu/~w416373/
Office: Room 449 Liberal Arts Building (College of Arts and Letters)
OBJECTIVE: This course is designed to examine some of the most important events and trends that shape world politics and international relations.  It will be thematic in nature and include case studies and practical exercises to reinforce learning objectives.

TEXTS: Assigned articles. 

GRADING: 1000 total points.
900-1000 A

800-899 B

700-799 C

600-699 D

<600

F

Midterm 


250 points

Article Presentation

100 points

Quizzes


50 points

Paper 



300 points

Final Exam 


300 points

Paper.    The paper is a 1,000 to 1,500 word analysis of one of the following topics:


How is globalization good and how is it bad?


How is the United States currently acting as an imperialistic empire and how is it not?


How is the United Nations effective and how is it ineffective?


Why should the International Community intervene in certain internal country crises and why should it not?

The paper must have three parts.  In the first two parts it will address each side of the question as asked in the syllabus.  In part three it will articulate and defend your personal feelings on the subject.  Papers will be typed, doublespaced, and stapled and are due at the beginning of class on July 16.  Except in a case of truly extraordinary circumstances in which a substantial amount of preparatory time was unavoidably lost to reasons beyond the student’s control, papers will not be accepted late.  If the student cannot make it to class for an excused reason the period the paper is due, he will email it to the instructor’s account to ensure it arrives prior to the beginning of the class. It remains the student’s responsibility to ensure any work emailed to the instructor is actually received by the instructor.

Article Presentations.  Students will be assigned one of the articles listed in the syllabus and present a 20 to 25 minute Power Point assisted presentation on the day listed in the syllabus.  Article presentations will be graded as follows:

Author’s thesis




10 points

Summary of author’s argument


20 points

Pros and cons of argument



15 points

Discussion of five questions based on article

25 points

Conclusion that identifies broad conclusions 

about the subject beyond the specifics of the 

article itself 





10 points

Adherence to the time limit, oral communication 

skills, quality of power point slides


20 points

Schedule

Lsn 1 June 25 Introduction

Lsn 2 June 26 Interests, Values, Objectives ID & SIG: intensity of interests, values, instruments of power, national policy, national security strategy, risk, objectives


Case Study: Weinberger Doctrine


Case Study: Powell Doctrine


Case Study: Les Aspin and the Limited Objective School (Clinton Doctrine)

Lsn 3 June 27 Paradigms and Theories: Idealism and Realism: ID & SIG: realism, idealism, Morganthau, Machiavelli, balance of power, League of Nations, Kant


Case Study: Wilson’s Fourteen Points

Case Study: Melian Dialogue


Lsn 4 June 30 Paradigms and Theories (continued): Alternatives ID & SIG: globalist, Marxist, identity, communism, capitalism, US-British “special relationship”



Case Study: Friedman’s Dell Theory


Case Study: Congo Free State

Case Study: France and Britain and Decision-making Regarding Iraq

Lsn 5 July 1 Decision Making Models ID & SIG: rational actor model, organizational process model, bureaucratic politics model, pluralism, poliheuristic, groupthink, elitist model, social constructivist model


Case Study: Cuban Missile Crisis

Lsn 6 July 2 Traditional Actors and Other Actors ID & SIG: Peace of Westphalia, nation-state, nation, French Revolution, industrialization, sovereignty, classical international system, transitional international system, post World War II international system


Case Study: Seven Years’ War

Case Study: Global Depression

Case Study: Greek Civil War

Case Study: September 11

Lsn 7 July 3 Traditional Actors and Other Actors (cont)


Case Study: Somalia


Case Study: United Fruit Company

Lsn 8 July 7 Student Article Presentations: 

“The New Diplomacy”

“The Media, Technology, and US Foreign Policy”


“Learning to Live with NGOs”

Lsn 9 July 8 Midterm

Lsn 10 July 9 Strategy ID & SIG: instruments of power, DIME, strategic appraisal, values, interests, strategy, risk

Practical Exercise: Strategic Formulation for China

Lsn 11 July 10 Instruments of Power: Diplomacy and Information ID & SIG: diplomatic communication, diplomatic recognition, legitimacy, United Nations, General Assembly, Security Council, formal negotiation, bargaining, permanent members of the UN Security Council, propaganda

Case Study: North Vietnamese Negotiating

Case Study: Haiti

Practical Exercise: China and Taiwan

Lsn 12 July 11 Instruments of Power (continued): Military and Economy ID & SIG: peacetime engagement, crisis, Clausewitz, Mahan, Douhet, attrition, exhaustion, annihilation, technology, sanctions, debt forgiveness 

Case Study: The Marshall Plan

Case Study: Continental System

Case Study: Korean War

Case Study: 1973 Oil Embargo

Lsn 13 July 14 Student Article Presentations: 

“The Cold War and the Olympic Movement”

“Economic Sanctions in the 1990s”

“Anwar Sadat and the Yom Kippur War”

Lsn 14 July 15 Use of Force ID & SIG: zero sum situation, asymmetry, defense, deterrence, compellence, swaggering

Case Study: Berlin Blockade

Case Study: Libya

Case Study: Iran-Iraq War

Practical Exercise: China and Taiwan

Lsn 15 July 16 Imperialism and Empire ID & SIG: imperialism, motivations for imperialism, Panama Canal

Case Study: Berlin Conference

Case Study: Mahan, the Spanish American War, and US Imperialism

Practical Exercise: China and a North Korean Collapse

Papers Due

Lsn 16 July 17 Trade and Protectionism ID & SIG: nationalism, liberalism, Marxism, mercantilism, state-building, industrialization, Adam Smith, laissez-faire, supply and demand, free trade, comparative advantage, GATT, global corporations, trading blocs

Case Study: Meiji Reforms in Japan 

Practical Exercise: Product Safety in China
Lsn 17 July 18 Globalization and Interdependence ID & SIG: globalization, interdependence
Practical Exercise: Globalization Debate
Lsn 18 July 21  Student Article Presentations:

“International Institutions: Can Interdependence Work”

“Dueling Globalizations”

“Clash of Globalizations”

Lsn 19 July 22 Anarchy and Failed States ID & SIG: failed states, nation assistance, anarchy, state-building 

Case Study: Sudan
Case Study: Afghanistan

Lsn 20 July 23 Humanitarian Interventions and Ethnic Conflict ID & SIG: peacekeeping, peace enforcement, “Chapter Six and a Half” 

Case Studies: Rwanda, Bosnia, Haiti, East Timor, Kosovo

Practical Exercise: China and Tibet

Lsn 21 July 24 Final Exam Review 

Lsn 22 July 25 Final Exam The final exam will be comprehensive and will be a combination of ID & SIGs, short answer, and essay.

OFFICE HOURS: Except on rare occasions, I will be in my office daily from 9:45 to 10:45 for walk-ins and would be happy to meet with you by appointment at other times.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Refer to the Student Handbook and Undergraduate Bulletin for specific guidance on academic honesty and plagiarism. Suffice it to say that any representation of another’s work as your own or other form of cheating will not be tolerated and may result in getting an F for the work involved or in the course as well as other disciplinary action to include probation, suspension, and/or expulsion.  Papers will be documented using MLA parenthetical documentation.  Among other places, the MLA format may be obtained at the USM library’s website http://www.lib.usm.edu/.  Upon request, students will turn in a disc copy of the paper, and the instructor reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software on any product a student submits for a grade.  
ABSENCES:  It is the student’s responsibility to make necessary arrangements with the instructor surrounding absences.  Excused absences must be verified by a note from student services, the clinic, a doctor, a parent, the police, the Student Academic Enhancement Program, or some other authority.  It is the student’s responsibility to provide the note, coordinate with the instructor, and make up any missed work within five days of the absence.  If the student does not do this or if the absence is unexcused, the student will receive a 0 for the missed work.  
CLASSROOM CONDUCT:  The goal is to have an environment that facilitates learning, respects both students and the instructor, and fosters an atmosphere of civility and proper decorum.  Students who create disturbances by arriving late, talking, having cell phones ring, engaging in activities unrelated to the academic subject matter, interrupting, distracting other students, being rude, or any other conduct inappropriate for a learning environment will be told to leave the classroom and will receive an F for that day’s grade.

AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA): If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies.  


Address:

The University of Southern Mississippi

 


Office for Disability Accommodations


118 College Drive # 8586


Hattiesburg, MS    39406-0001


Voice Telephone:   (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232      Fax:  (601) 266-6035

Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu.

Paper Outline

Write your first sentence of your introduction which is your thesis statement.  Then write a sentence explaining one side of the argument posed in the assigned question.  Then write a sentence explaining the other side of the argument. Then write a sentence explaining your assessment of which side is correct or presenting a third point of view (which may combine the previously presented sides).  Write a concluding sentence for the paragraph that combines your thesis and arguments.

Write a topic sentence for the paragraph about the first side of the argument.  Then write five or so sentences that explain that argument and provide specific details about it.  The idea is to show cause and effect and explain how this argument answers the question.  Write a concluding sentence that summarizes this paragraph.  


Write a topic sentence for the paragraph about the second side of the argument.  Then write five or so sentences that explain that argument and provide specific details about it.  Remember that each paragraph represents one main idea.  If you want to start a new idea, start a new paragraph.  When you have said everything you want to say about that idea, write a concluding sentence that summarizes this paragraph.


Write a topic sentence about your third argument which is the one that represents your personal assessment.  Then write five or so sentences that explain that argument and provide specific details about it.  Remember to document anything that is not an original thought of yours using the MLA style.  Our library has a good MLA tutorial at http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/tutorials/mlatutorial/tutorialindex.php.  Be sure you have met the guidelines for sources in the syllabus.  Write a concluding sentence that summarizes this paragraph.


Write a topic sentence for your concluding paragraph.  The conclusion summarizes the paper without being redundant or introducing new material.  As a starting point, consider rewriting your introduction using different words.  Then supplement that with key points you made in the body.

World Politics Writing Assignment

Grading Rubric (300 points total)

Introduction

___/10pts.  Thesis: Articulation of clear, coherent, and forceful thesis statement that succinctly frames the relevance of the assigned question posed in the syllabus. Thesis is first sentence.
___/10pts.  Arguments: Paragraph clearly states three arguments that answer the assigned question. 
___/5pts.  Conclusion:  Concluding sentence summarizes introductory paragraph.

Body
___/50pts.  Cause and Effect: Discussion of proofs demonstrates cause and effect.
___/25pts.  Factually Correct: Paper includes necessary relevant facts and does not become an editorial or opinion piece even when the author is presenting his own assessment.
___/25pts.  Vocabulary and Development: Paper shows familiarity with the vocabulary associated with the subject. Uses ID & SIGS as appropriate.  Student demonstrates ability to put thoughts in his own words.  Sufficiently develops the subject.  Conforms to length requirement in syllabus.
Conclusion
___/25pts.  Conclusion: Concluding paragraph is a restatement of thesis/argument without sounding redundant or introducing new material beyond the scope of the paper.

Writing

___/25pts. Grammar: Punctuation, capitalization, spelling, verb tense, sentence structure, voice, etc conform to rules of standard English.

___/50pts.  Structure/Organization: Ideas flow logically from one another and all point back to the thesis statement.  Paper can be read in a single rapid reading.  Each paragraph has a topic sentence that reflects the main idea of the paragraph.  Bottom line up front (BLUF).

___/25pts.  Citations and Format: Proper formatting and use of citations IAW MLA format.

___/50pts.  Sources: Reliable, college level, and expert sources.  No overreliance on a single source.  Not a simple regurgitation of material presented in class.  Reflective of significant outside research.  Conforms to requirement for sources in the syllabus.

