Exploring History: The Vicksburg Campaign
HIS 204 Mini-session Fall 2006
Times: 8:00 to 12:00 M-F 
Location: 
Kevin Dougherty

The University of Southern Mississippi

Phone: 601-266-4455
Email: kevin.dougherty@usm.edu
Website: http://ocean.otr.usm.edu/~w416373/
Office: Rm 404 Liberal Arts Building (College of Arts and Letters)

OBJECTIVE: The Civil War battle of Vicksburg is most commonly associated with the July 4, 1863 surrender of the Confederate forces commanded by John Pemberton to the Union forces commanded by Ulysses Grant after a 48-day siege.  Many Southern Miss students have probably visited the Vicksburg National Battlefield Park and seen the site of the siege.  More important, however, are the lesser known locations we recognize largely only as exits off Highway 61 or Interstate 20.  The outcome of Vicksburg is much more about preliminary actions at places like Bruinsburg, Raymond, and Champion Hill than it is about the siege of Vicksburg itself.  Indeed, this course, “The Vicksburg Campaign,” is designed to focus not on the siege of Vicksburg, but instead on the brilliant maneuver of Grant that made the siege possible.  Students will learn the strategic situation prior to Vicksburg; the personalities and armies involved; doctrinal ideas of joint operations, the decisive point, central position, and maneuver; logistical considerations; civilian life in Vicksburg during the siege; staff rides (analytical battlefield visits) and battlefield preservation; and the impact of the Federal victory, especially as compared to the importance of Gettysburg.  In many cases, these representative elements will be used to explore larger themes such as leadership, strategy, and morality in war.  The course will also have a strong service-learning component consisting of a day long work day to assist preservation efforts at the battle of Raymond.  Civil War expert and USM alumnus Brigadier General (Retired) Parker Hills will assist with the service-learning portion.

TEXTS: Arnold, James. Grant Wins the War: Decision at Vicksburg. NY: John Wiley & Sons, 1997 and assigned articles.
GRADING:

90 to 100
A

80 to 89
B

70 to 79
C

60 to 69
D

Below 60
F

Exam






200 points

Quizzes (4 at 50 points each)



200 points

Writing Assignment




300 points
Service-learning participation



50 points

Student presentation




50 points
Final Exam





200 points

The exam will be conducted mid session and will be a combination of Identify and State the Significance (ID & SIG) Terms, Short Answer, and Essay.  Quizzes 1-3 will focus on ID &SIGs.  The writing assignment will be a 1500 to 2000 word paper arguing a thesis built around one of the following topics:  
The comparative strategic importance of the Federal victories at Vicksburg and Gettysburg.
The state of joint operational expertise at the time of Vicksburg and Vicksburg as a joint operation.

The battle of Champion Hill including discussion of the concept of the decisive point.
The importance of logistics in the Vicksburg Campaign from both Confederate and Federal perspectives.

Vicksburg as a failure of Confederate leadership and command structure.

The importance of maneuver in the Federal victory at Vicksburg including discussions of the concepts of the turning movement, central position, and isolation.

The impact of the siege of Vicksburg on the civilian population including a discussion of Vicksburg’s implications of the modern understanding of the law of land warfare.

Writing assignments will be due July 15 by email.  
Students will prepare a 7 to 15 minute presentation using powerpoint that expands on the classroom discussion of one of the following topics:

Political generals in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign
Nathan Bedford Forrest

Cavalry in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign
Artillery in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign
Women in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign 

Black soldiers in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign
Mississippi’s decision to secede and wartime government

Recovery and restoration of the U.S.S. Cairo
The Confederate “western concentration bloc”

Pemberton after Vicksburg

Port Hudson

Arkansas Post

David Farragut (in the context of the Mississippi River)

Medical care in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign
Railroads in the Civil War and the Vicksburg Campaign
Davis and Lincoln as commanders-in-chief
Presentations will be graded based on communication skills and content.

The service-learning points will be based on energetic and productive completion of the assigned task at Raymond.  Students will also be required to write service-learning reflections for Quiz 4.  The final exam will be comprehensive and will be a combination of ID & SIGs, Short Answer, and Essay.  
Final grades will be posted xxx.

SCHEDULE:

Day 1: Syllabus Review, Introduction, Strategic Setting, Basic Military Doctrine
ID & SIG: Anaconda Plan, Davis, Eastern Theater, facets of the operational art, Jomini, Lincoln, Mississippi River, offensive-defensive strategy, principles of war, Trans-Mississippi Confederacy, Western Theater

Day 2: Basic Military Doctrine (continued), Personalities and Armies

Read Arnold, 1-45
ID & SIG: Confederate departmental system and command problems, forms of maneuver, Grant, Gregg, Halleck, ironclads, Johnston, leadership, McClernand, McPherson, METT-TC, Mississippi River Squadron, Pemberton, Porter, strategy, Sherman, Tilghman 
Day 3: Joint Operations, Jan-Apr 1863 attempts, Running the Gauntlet, Grand Gulf, Bruinsburg, Port Gibson
Read Arnold, 46-126

ID & SIG: Bruinsburg, Chickasaw Bayou, Grand Gulf, Grant’s Canal, joint operations, Lake Providence, Port Gibson, Steele’s Bayou, turning movement, unity of command/effort, Yazoo Pass

Quiz 1

Day 4: Logistics, Raymond, Jackson, Champion Hill
Read Arnold, 127-237
ID & SIG: Big Black, central position, Champion Hill,  “cut loose from my base,” decisive point, Edwards Station, Forrest, Holly Springs, isolation, Jackson, lines of communication, maneuver, OAKOC, Raymond, Southern Railroad, Van Dorn
Quiz 2
Day 5: Assaults, Siege, Civilian life 
Read Arnold, 238-291
ID & SIG: cave life, civilian life in Vicksburg, Milliken’s Bend, siege, siege artillery, siege tactics, Stockade Redan, Thayer’s approach 

Quiz 3
Student Presentations: Cavalry, Artillery, Medical care, Railroads, Women, Black soldiers 

Day 6: Exam
Day 7: Staff rides and battlefield preservation, Other Civil War sites in Mississippi,
Preparation for trip to Raymond to include work assignments and objectives

ID & SIG: Brice’s Cross Roads, Corinth, Meridian, preservation, service-learning, Ship Island, Tupelo, staff ride
Student Presentations: Political generals, Nathan Bedford Forrest, Port Hudson, Arkansas Post, David Farragut (in the context of the Mississippi River)

Day 8: Browse Friends of Raymond website at http://friendsofraymond.org/ 
Service-learning trip to Raymond

Day 9: Discussion of Raymond trip, Strategic impact of Vicksburg, Exam review

Read Arnold, 292-317.
ID & SIG: Strategic impact of Vicksburg

Quiz 4
Student Presentations: Davis and Lincoln as commanders-in-chief, Mississippi’s decision to secede and wartime government, Recovery and restoration of the U.S.S. Cairo,The Confederate “western concentration bloc”, Pemberton after Vicksburg

Day 10: Final Exam

OFFICE HOURS:  12:00 to 1:00 daily or by appointment.
ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Refer to the Student Handbook and Undergraduate Bulletin for specific guidance on academic honesty and plagiarism. Suffice it to say that any representation of another’s work as your own or other form of cheating will not be tolerated and may result in getting an F for the work involved or in the course as well as other disciplinary action to include probation, suspension, and/or expulsion.  Papers will be documented using MLA parenthetical documentation.  Among other places, the MLA format can be obtained at the USM library’s website http://www.lib.usm.edu/.  Upon instructor request, students will turn in a disc copy of the paper, and the instructor reserves the right to use plagiarism detection software on any product a student submits for a grade.  

CLASSROOM CONDUCT:  The goal is to have an environment that facilitates learning, respects both students and the instructor, and fosters an atmosphere of civility and proper decorum.  Students who create disturbances by arriving late, talking, having cell phones ring, engaging in activities unrelated to the academic subject matter, interrupting, distracting other students, being rude, or any other conduct inappropriate for a learning environment will be told to leave the classroom and will receive an F for that day’s grade.

AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA): If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies.  


Address:

The University of Southern Mississippi

 


Office for Disability Accommodations


118 College Drive # 8586


Hattiesburg, MS    39406-0001


Voice Telephone:   (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232      Fax:  (601) 266-6035

Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu.

